
METHUEN MEMORIAL MUSIC HALL 
RED,  & BLUE FESTIVAL CONCERT 

July 3, 2022, 3:00 pm     

Leonardo Ciampa, piano ê Elizabeth Keusch, soprano ê Raymond Nagem, organ 
Program of Music by American Composers 

The National Anthem (Please join in singing.) Ms. Keusch, Mr. Nagem  
 

Concert Variations on “The Star-Spangled Banner”— Dudley Buck (1839-1909)  Mr. Nagem 
 

Simple Gifts — arr. Aaron Copland (1900-1990) Ms. Keusch, Mr. Ciampa 
 

“Lotus Blossom” — Billy Strayhorn (1915-1967)/Alec Wyton (1921-2007) Mr. Nagem 
 

Toccata on “Lift Every Voice” – Mark Miller (b. 1967)  
 

“Summertime”, from Porgy and Bess — George Gershwin (1898-1937) Ms. Keusch, Mr. Ciampa 
 

“Ah, Love, but a day”, from Three Browning Songs — Amy Beach (1867-1944)  
 Ah, Love, but a day, 

And the world has changed! 
The sun’s away, 
And the bird estranged; 
The wind has dropped, 
And the sky’s deranged; 
Summer has stopped. 
 

Look in my eyes! 
Wilt thou change too? 
Should I fear surprise? 
Shall I find aught new 
In the old and dear, 
In the good and true, 
With the changing year? 
 

Thou art a man, 
But I am thy love. 
For the lake, its swan; 
For the dell, its dove; 
And for thee — (oh, haste!) 
Me, to bend above, 
Me, to hold embraced. 

-Robert Browning 

 
 

 

Voices of the Waves — Thomas "Blind Tom" Wiggins (1849-1908) Mr. Ciampa 
 

Revolutionary Medley (Organ & Piano) — Leonardo Ciampa (b. 1971)  Mr. Ciampa, Mr. Nagem 
      Commissioned for this occasion by a Friend of the Hall.  Premiere performance.  
 

PATRIOTIC SING-ALONG with organ solo, piano solo, or duet accompaniment. Let’s all sing!  
YOU'RE A GRAND OLD FLAG, you're a high- 
  flying flag, and forever in peace may you wave. 
You're the emblem of the land I love, 
  The home of the free and the brave. 
Every heart beats true 'neath the Red, White and Blue,  
  Where there’s never a boast or brag. 
Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
  Keep your eye on the grand old flag. 
 

VETERANS & ENLISTED, please stand for your song. 
NAVY  — Please stand.  
Anchors Aweigh, my boys, Anchors Aweigh.  
Farewell to college joys, we sail at break  
  of day-ay-ay-ay. 
Through our last night on shore, Drink to the foam, 
Until we meet once more  
  Here’s wishing you a happy voyage home 

MARINES — Please stand.  
From the Halls of Montezuma to the Shores of 
Tripoli; We fight our country’s battles 
  In the air, on land and sea; 
First to fight for right and freedom 
  And to keep our honor clean; 
We are proud to claim the title 
  of United States Marines. 
 
COAST GUARD — Please stand.  
So here’s the Coast Guard marching song, 
  We sing on land or sea. 
Through surf and storm and howling gale, 
  High shall our purpose be. 
Semper Paratus is our guide, Our fame, our glory too. 
To fight to save or fight to die, 
  Aye! Coast Guard, we are for you! 

 



 

AIR FORCE — Please stand.  
Off we go into the wild blue yonder, 
  Climbing high into the sun; 
Here they come zooming to meet our  
  thunder,  
  At ‘em boys, Give ‘er the gun!  
Down we dive, spouting our flame from  
  under, off with one heck of a roar! 
We live in fame or go down in flame; 
  Hey! Nothing’ll stop the U.S. Air Force! 
 

ARMY — Please stand.  
Over hill, over dale, as we hit the dusty trail, 
  And those caissons go rolling along. 
In and out, hear them shout, 
Counter march and right about, 
  And those caissons go rolling along. 
Then it’s Hi! Hi! Hee! In the field artillery, 
  Shout out your numbers loud and strong, 
For where’er you go, you will always know 
  That those caissons go rolling along. 

EVERYONE — Please stand (as  able) .  
GOD BLESS AMERICA, land that I love 
Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night with the light from above. 
From the mountains to the prairies, 
To the oceans white with foam, 
God bless America, my home sweet home; 
God bless America, my home sweet home. 
 

O BEAUTIFUL FOR SPACIOUS SKIES, 
  For amber waves of grain,  
For purple mountain majesties  
  Above the fruited plain!  
America! America! God shed his grace on thee; 
And crown thy good with brotherhood  
  From sea to shining sea!  
 

MY COUNTRY, ‘TIS OF THEE,  
Sweet land of liberty, Of thee I sing.  
Land where my fathers died,  
Land of the pilgrims’ pride,  
From ev’ry mountainside let freedom ring! 

 

Leonardo Ciampa is Mechanics Hall (Worcester, MA) Composer-in-Residence 2021-2023, Director of 
Music at Emanuel Lutheran Church in Worcester (since 2019), and Maestro di Cappella Onorario of the 
Basilica in Gubbio, Italy (since 2015). He was artistic director of organ concerts at MIT (2009-2016) and 
founding director of Arts MetroWest (2012-2019). Mr. Ciampa and Ray Nagem co-presented the 2019 July 
4th concert here, and Leonardo presented a Summer Series Organ Concert in 2020. Last fall his Suite for an 
Occasion, for Tenor, Trumpet and Organ, was premiered here. 
 

Elizabeth Keusch is recognized as a vocal artist of great versatility, winning international acclaim for her 
interpretations of works spanning the late Renaissance era through the 21st Century. On the concert stage, 
she has been a soprano soloist with numerous orchestras including the Boston, Los Angeles, and Cleveland 
Symphony Orchestras among others. Her operatic title roles include with the Paris Opera, Teatro Colón, 
Staatsoper Stuttgart, Neue Oper Wien, Opera Boston, and Tanglewood Opera Theatre. Ms. Keusch has a 
Master of Music degree and an Artist Diploma from New England Conservatory of Music.   
 
Raymond Nagem is Minister of Music at The Brick Presbyterian Church in New York City, and a 
member of the organ faculty at Manhattan School of Music. He completed his D.M.A. at The Juilliard 
School in 2016. A native of Medford, Dr. Nagem attended the Boston Archdiocesan Choir School and began 
organ lessons there with John Dunn. Prior to his appointment at The Brick Church, he served for eleven 
years at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, NYC, as Associate Director of Music and Organist. Ray 
previously played for the MMMH July 4th concerts in 2016, ‘17, and ’18. This summer he will return here to 
present a Summer Series Organ Concert: Wednesday, August 3 at 7:30pm. Plan to attend! 

Although Methuen native Edward F. Searles started life in modest means, he became a philanthropist for this city. He 
built the Methuen Memorial Music Hall,1899-1909, to be his private hall for the “Great Organ,” which had been the focal 
point of the Boston Music Hall (Winter St. in Boston), 1863-1884. When the organ was sold at an 1897 auction, Searles’ 
representative placed the only bid. Today’s free, patriotic concert honors our country as well as Searles’ July 4th birthday.  

Website: mmmh.org                         YouTube channel: com/c/methuenmemorialmusichall 


