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"In 1824, a saw-mill and grist-mill were built where the Methuen Woolen Mill 
stands.  They came into the possession of Samuel A. Harvey, Esq., by whom the 
business of the respective mills was carried on for some years.  In 1864, a 
factory was built by the Methuen Woolen Company, and soon put in operation." 

 
"Standard History of Essex County, Massachusetts, embracing a history of the county from its 
first settlement to the present time, with a history and description of its towns and cities"; 
written under the supervision of Henry Wheatland, M.D., President of the Essex Institute, by 
Cyrus M. Tracy, William E. Graves, and Henry M. Batchelder; C. F. Jewett and Company, 
Boston; 1878; Town Histories: Methuen by Edwin P. Hill; page 297 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 

"The Methuen Woolen Company, shown here about 1888, was built in 1864 and produced 
woolen shawl cloth.  Power to run the machinery was provided by a nearly 10-foot drop on 
the Spicket River at "Harvey's Falls."  The property was purchased by Searles around 1889, 
who established the Methuen Organ Company there in 1892.  The wooden bridge in the 
foreground was replaced by Searles to include a stone arch facade and turrets on the north 
and south banks of the Spicket River c. 1910." 

 

"Images of America: Methuen"; Methuen Historical Commission; 
Arcadia Publishing, Charleston, South Carolina; 1999; page 80 



 

 
 

A view of the organ company factory building photographed from Broadway in the 1890's. 
 

"The Methuen Transcript"; Friday, July 2, 1926; Methuen, Massachusetts; 
Article: "The Great Organ - Serlo Hall"; No. 27; page 1 



 

 
 

"The United States Tubular Bell Company Advertisement" 
 

"The Methuen Transcript"; Easter Edition, 1896; Methuen, Massachusetts 



 

 
 

Panoramic view of Methuen photographed looking southerly in 1898.  The Methuen Organ 
Company factory building can be seen in the upper right. 

 

Mann Collection of the Methuen Historical Commission 



 

 
 

Serlo Organ Hall and the Methuen Organ Company factory building photographed looking 
southerly on Broadway around 1900. 

 

"New England Magazine, An Illustrated Monthly"; 
New Series, Volume 23, September 1900 - February 1901; 

September 1900, volume 23, number 1; 
"Methuen, Massachusetts"; Illustrated; Charles H. Oliphant; 

Warren F. Kellogg, Publisher; Boston, Massachusetts; 1900; page 109 



 

 
 

A photograph taken around 1900 of the display room within the Methuen Organ Company 
factory building. 

 

"New England Magazine, An Illustrated Monthly"; 
New Series, Volume 23, September 1900 - February 1901; 

September 1900, volume 23, number 1; 
"Methuen, Massachusetts"; Illustrated; Charles H. Oliphant; 

Warren F. Kellogg, Publisher; Boston, Massachusetts; 1900; page 110 



 

 
 

The exhibition organ in the display room of the Methuen Organ Company factory building, 
photographed around 1900. 

 

"New England Magazine, An Illustrated Monthly"; 
New Series, Volume 23, September 1900 - February 1901; 

September 1900, volume 23, number 1; 
"Methuen, Massachusetts"; Illustrated; Charles H. Oliphant; 

Warren F. Kellogg, Publisher; Boston, Massachusetts; 1900; page 110 



 

 
 

A view of Serlo Organ Hall and the Methuen Organ Company factory building taken from the 
west bank of the Spicket River around 1903. 

 

"The Town of Methuen, Massachusetts, in 1903: Pictorial Souvenir, 
issued in Connection with the Old Home Week Celebration"; 

Methuen Transcript Company; Methuen, Massachusetts; 1903; page 71 



 

 
 

"Edward F. Searles acquired the old Methuen Woolen Mill near the Broadway bridge, pictured 
below, in late 1889, and established the Methuen Organ Company there in 1892.  He worked 
in close cooperation with friend and colleague James E. Treat, an organ builder.  Two other 
companies, the Tubular Bell Works, manufacturers of harmonic bells, and the D.M. Bruce 
Company, suppliers of metal pipes for organs, were also located in the old mill building, 
above, to the left of the organ hall.  The organ factory was abandoned in 1942 and 
destroyed by fire the following year." 

 

 
 

"Images of America: Methuen"; Methuen Historical Commission; 
Arcadia Publishing, Charleston, South Carolina; 1999; page 16 



 

 
 

A stone arch facade bridge over the Spicket River was donated to Methuen by Edward F. 
Searles in 1912.  The turrets on the north and south banks of the river were designed by 
architect Henry Vaughan.  This view is looking easterly toward Broadway. 

 

Mann Collection of the Methuen Historical Commission 



 

 
 

A view of the Methuen Organ Company factory building and Serlo Organ Hall photographed in 
1915 looking northwesterly from property on the east side of Broadway and south of the 
stone bridge.  The Spicket River can be seen in the foreground. 

 

Mann Collection of the Methuen Historical Commission 



 

 
 

Methuen Organ Company factory building and Serlo Organ Hall photographed looking 
northwesterly from Broadway at the Spicket River bridge in 1929. 

 

Private Collection of William King Covell; 
5" by 7" photographic glass plate negative number 1248; 

conveyed by Robert R. Covell to Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Inc. 



 

 
 

Serlo Organ Hall and the Methuen Organ Company factory building photographed looking 
southwesterly from Broadway in 1929. 

 

Private Collection of William King Covell; 
5" by 7" photographic glass plate negative number 1249; 

conveyed by Robert R. Covell to Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Inc. 



 

 
 

Serlo Organ Hall and the Methuen Organ Company factory building photographed looking 
southeasterly from the rear of the property in 1929. 

 

Private Collection of William King Covell; 
5" by 7" photographic glass plate negative number 1250; 

conveyed by Robert R. Covell to Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Inc. 



 

 
 

The ruins of the organ factory building photographed the morning after a destructive general 
alarm fire on June 17, 1943.  The conflagration was prevented from spreading to the 
adjoining Serlo Organ Hall building.  The last organs built in the factory were by The Ernest 
M. Skinner and Son Company during the years 1936 to 1942. 

 

"The Evening Tribune"; Thursday, June 17, 1943; 
Lawrence, Massachusetts; 

Article: "Famed Serlo Organ Escaped Damage When Factory Building Was Gutted"; page 1 



 

 



 

PROPERTY TRANSFER RECORD 

 
1946 

December 13 
From Alfred C. Gaunt to Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Inc. 
Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District 
Book 693; Page 51 

 
1946 
 June 14 
 From Essex Savings Bank to Alfred C. Gaunt 

Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District 
Book 685; Page 302 

 
1943 
 July 2 
 From Essex Savings Bank to Essex Savings Bank 

Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District 
Book 659; Page 409 

 
1930 
 August 21 

From Lillian Wightman Andrew to Essex Savings Bank 
Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District 
Book 554; Page 378 

 
1930 

June 17 
From Ina Cecil McEachran et alii to Lillian Wightman Andrew 
Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District 
Book 554; Page 368 

 
1896 
 April 27 
 From James E. Treat to Edward F. Searles 

Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District 
Book 146; Page 339 

 
1892 
 January 7 
 From Edward F. Searles to James E. Treat 

Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District 
Book 116; Page 581 

 
1889 
 From Amory Leland to Edward F. Searles 

Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District 
Book 101; Page 378 


