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"In 1824, a saw-mill and grist-mill were built where the Methuen Woolen Mill
stands. They came into the possession of Samuel A. Harvey, Esq., by whom the
business of the respective mills was carried on for some years. In 1864, a
factory was built by the Methuen Woolen Company, and soon put in operation.”

"Standard History of Essex County, Massachusetts, embracing a history of the county from its
first settlement to the present time, with a history and description of its towns and cities";
written under the supervision of Henry Wheatland, M.D., President of the Essex Institute, by
Cyrus M. Tracy, William E. Graves, and Henry M. Batchelder; C. F. Jewett and Company,
Boston; 1878; Town Histories: Methuen by Edwin P. Hill; page 297
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METHUREN W@@L]EN MITLLS,
METHUEN, Mass,

20

OWNED by Compnay, James Walton, Superintendent. CAPACITY—Ten sets.
GOODS—Shawla and Cloakings. ' SURVEYED—Qctober 16, 1874, by J, M. Bancroft,
STOCK—AIl wool, work in puet of their own waste, oell & part. | POWER—Water nnd steam, the boilers being outside.

_ DESCRIPTION.

No. 1—MAIN MILL—Hxtont-three stories and nttic, good height ench.  Size-127x50 feet.  Waris—framea, (brick walls with
tinoed doors at west emd). Roov-slated, and dormers slated ontside. Conzicg-small,  Scurrees-in roof. Lappeas-euch side of
wood with good balconies, Froona-heavy. caa be fooded, No inside ceilings.  Stains-inside, enclosed, belt holes boxed, No
elevator. Firat stary, weaving. Second story, spinving jacks, Third story, cards.  Attic, juck spinning, tank, wool bios.

‘No. 2—Brick Wing—Thres atories, 50550, brick, gravel roof.  Separated from Noe. 1 and 3 by double tinned doors,  First story,
weaving.  Second story, wnrping aod diessing.  Third story, spooling.  Basenwent, scour wool and full goods, One batchway for
hoisting beams, closed when not in use,

No. 3—Two stories nmil nttic, frame, shingle ronf, npen )msL! eommon floors, wall brick, plastered.  Separated from No. 2 by double
tinoed doors.  First story, packing and finishing,  Second story, assurting and storage,  Attic, store yorns and hard waste.

No, 4--Similar to No. 3, and upen to it, First story, cloth nod packing roon.  Second story, storage,

No. 5—Dye House¢e—Ona story, frnme, gravel roof,

No. 6—DBoiler and Engine House—Two storfes, brick, gravel ronf,  Connected to mill by frame pussage in both stories. Firat
story, boilers noil engine, repair shup, hand work only at eurpenter’s beach, frame partition sepsrutes from the engine.  Second atory,
two spioning jucks,

No. 7—Dry and Picker House--One story, frame, shingle reaf.  Attic used for stornge

No. §—Storehouse...One story, frame. gravel 100,

No. 9---Sulphm' Bleach Houses---One story, frame, gravel mool,

No. 10---OfMice---One story, frnme, shingle ronf,

EXPOSURE---Frame dwellings pear the mill, nre of good style, .

SPECIAL FEATURES.

Heating---Steam pipes, well put up. Drying—I« done in No. 7 upon two dryers the steam pipet

Lighting—Kerosens, 122 legrees test, being enspended nbove the wool.  Are about to put ise - T
' Stetson dryer in place of these, j

Watchman and wateh clock.  Sperm oll used o watchmoan's

laaters, Oils—Use Jaid oil on stock, tullow nud spindle oil on machwy..

Obtain the very best of 4il,
Pickers are in No. 7, Huve two common nad one burr picker,
Power truasmitted by belt from will,  Stoppage by shait in
engine houss passing throngh wall,  Stearo jrt, 1} inch pipe,
into cach guuze room, vulves tear those roams inside the bnild- | Work G0 liours per week,
ing. Noeprinklers, Hydssut ontside. Extingu shers in mill. | Boilers—Four tubnlur Uoilers, well set in Lrick and &)peres

Hent by steam. secure.  Fuel coal,

Waste semoved daily, Pertis kept in frame shed in rear of 235
boilers. P

' FIRE APPLIANCES.
Fire Pump-0or No. 5 Fules & Jenks pump in bastrent of No. | Spinklers—None,
3, run by an 80 H. P. wheel which can be need upon this elone, | Buckets and Cnsks—Several of each in each story, aho vaie]
Another wheel can nlsa assist, Pump is geared every night, in lurye #inks, o
Can be sturted outside the building. Steam Jets into picker gauze sodez:
Vertieal Pipe—Two outside each side of No. 1. / Extinguishers—Thres, Babcock,
Tank—In attic, lead lived, capacity about 400 gallons, with .
descending pipe in mill wi,ﬁh sl:ectiyon of 1} inch lﬁ:se an'ached AR SIE Dodeny mlll
each story,
Hydrants—Several ontside.
Hose—About 600 feet, kept in various places.

Auxiliary Ald—Stenmer in town,

CHARACTER.

This Mill remaios uoder the ssme mansgemeat as in 1857, and is in supsrior working condition. Oa occasion of & fire in the.
duripg the night the watchmun discovered it, sounded the alarm and lines of hote were laid about 400 feet and s stream
the fire.




Tuly, 1875, .

METHUEN WOOLEN MILL, A}?.’MROY LELAND, Sup’l 3451
Run by MR. WALTON, Methuen, Mass.

Mill Building consists of a frame building three stories and attic in height, with a three-
story brick addition, with which it communicates by tinned doors each story, Buildings are occupied for
weaving, spinning, carding and jacks. Two story boiler house adjoins mill north; two jacks in second story.
A one story frame building adjoins boiler house north, is occupied by shoddy picker; no special protection
against fire. A wo story frame building with wing adjoins brick portion of the mill west, and is occupied
by cloth dryer, finishing and wool assorting. A smali addition has been made to this building north. Dye
House one story, frame, gravel roof, zbout 10 feet southwest of brick portion of mill. Picker and Dry
House two stories, frame, shingle roof, abont 25 feet north of boiler house; contains burr and wool picker,
duster and wool dryer; protected by steam jets in gauze rooms. A two story extension has been added to
cast end of frame portion of mill. Goods—Cassimeres, &c. Stock—Wool, and at times a large per
cent, of Shoddy. Power—water and slclmir 8o H. P. engine; four tubuiar boilers, space of from four to
six feet to flcor above, Heating—steam; pipes fairly arranged, ficors fit too close in places. Lighting
—-_ketosene in glass lamps suspended by wirés. Watchman—nights; pin clock; lard oil in lantern,
Qils—lard and Elaine on stock. Fire abpliances—l-'ales & Jenks pump conveniently located; two
vertical pipes outside and one from tank inside, with hose attached each story; three outside double
hydrants; from 300 to 500 feet of leather and.iinen hose; fire pails limited and some out of order; three
chemieal extinguishers, all out of order; two fixed ladders, Town steamer within short distance. Char-
acter—Mill has not heen running for the past year and is working at present witn four sets of cards only,
and will but a week or two more, Buildings well constructed and in very fair condition as regards repairs.

The appearance of fire appliances other than p.nmp and hydrants does not evince care in their being prop-

erly kept.
May, 1888,

METHUEN WOOLEN MILL, AMOROY LELAND. Sup'l 3461
Methuen, Mass.

M1ll Building—Three stories and attic, frame, siate roof; three-story, brick, gravel roof
addition communicating by tin-covered doors, occupied for carding, spinning and weaving. Oae high story,
brick, gravel roof Boiler and Engine House adjoins mill north, A two-story frame building with wing
adjoins brick part of mill west, and is occupied by cloth dryer, finishing and wool assarting. Dye House,
one story, frame, shingle roof. Picker and Dry House 25 feet north of boiler house, one stery, frame, shin-
gle roof; contains burr and wool pickers, wood gatze rooms, wool dryers with pipes at sides of room,
Goods —Cassimeres. Ten sets. Stock—Wool; sometimes use some colored cotton. Power—Water
and steam, Heating—Steam: pipes in dry room in contact with wood. Lighting—Kerosene oil.
Watchman —Nights and Sundays; watch clock and kerosene lantern, Oils—Lard, Fire applian-
ces —Rotary pump: three hydrants in yard and on: on street; 400 feet of hose; two outside vertical pipes,
connected with pump and with public works; vertical pipe in mill, from tank, hose attached in each story;
steam jets in gauze rooms: small sunply of casks and buckets, Steamer near. Character—Buildings
are in good repair and kept neat and orderly, Fire appliances appear to be in good working condition,—
(L. M. B.] May, 1883.




NOVEMBER, 1885.

METHUEN WOOLEN MILL, WALTON & LELAND, Sup’l 3451
Methuen, Mass.

Mill Building—Three stories and attic, frame, slate roof. Three story, brick, gravel roof
addition communicating by tin-covered doors; occupied for carding, spinning and weaving. One and two
story, brick, gravel roof Boiler and Engine House adjoins Mill on the north; wool dryer in second story—
heat from boiler room. A two-story frame building with wing adjoins brick part of Mill on the west, and is
occupied by cloth dryer, finishing and wool sorting. Dye House, one story, frame, shingle roof. Picker
House 25 feet north of Boiler House, one story, frame, shingle roof; contains burr and wool pickers, wood
gauze rooms. (G00ds—Cassimeres. Ten sets. Stock—Wool, and sometimes a small per cent. of
Shoddy and Cotton. Power—Water and steam. Heating—Steam. Lighting—XKerosene oil.
Watchman—Nights, with Buerk watch and kerosene lantern. Oils—Lard. Fire appliances—
Rotary pump; three hydrants in yard and one on street; 400 feet of hose; two outside vertical pipes; ver-
tical pipe in Mill. from tank, hose attached each story; steam jets in gauze rooms; fair supply of casks and
buckets. Steamer near. Character—Buildings in good repair and kept neat and orderly. Management
appears experienced and careful.—[L. M, B.] November 19th, 1885.




“The Methuen Woolen Company, shown here about 1888, was built in 1864 and produced
woolen shawl cloth. Power to run the machinery was provided by a nearly 10-foot drop on
the Spicket River at "Harvey's Falls.” The property was purchased by Searles around 1889,
who established the Methuen Organ Company there in 1892. The wooden bridge in the
foreground was replaced by Searles to include a stone arch facade and turrets on the north
and south banks of the Spicket River c. 1910."

“Images of America: Methuen"; Methuen Historical Commission;
Arcadia Publishing, Charleston, South Carolina; 1999; page 80



A view of the organ company factory building photographed from Broadway in the 1890's.

“The Methuen Transcript”; Friday, July 2, 1926; Methuen, Massachusetts;
Article: "The Great Organ - Serlo Hall"; No. 27; page 1




The United States Tubular Bell Co.,

Catalogues

‘ Furnished
| e Mass.

Correspondence

Methuen,

Solicited.

TUBULAR CHIME BEILLS,

The use of barmonic bells has been common throughout Evrope lor more tha o i ul |
land their munical notes are heard on every side in town and country, to such an exten ' e e e caoepn
Lt i o8 comparatively within a short tune thag the interest in climes wakened hel

The reasons for this are abwvions hgh cost, soblidity and « ywer, the ne vty

preni uch service caombine to delay their introduction and s i1 faar o stte tha
ol this country are familiar with the delightiul sound of 1l chinves as used for hureh
eran whicl these bells kave attained in England, where they were it aorosducos
ical character and adaptability to chareh use, and they,
il by this Company whwo have for this spared no exier
chins are compased of bruss tubes suspended foo o the ead and strack at the top by
Yich a wire {8 attatched running down to the ringe o wiven rung by Band, or |
sted iy electnciry, and played from g small keybaard which may e locuted i or aear e vestilak
it ol the largest bell s 210 ba-, the diametor 4 -4 in, thickness i Land lenpeh g feet B mche
15 bells occupies a foor space of 5 fe by 7 16 6 incand is 12 B highe We gl Lokl mera o |
ght of chime approximates 3,000 [bs
[he quanity of tone prociced from these bells 35 surprising when the amount of metal (1 vibirateon I conuidered
vastly more mellow and musical than that of other bells and is sufficent tor all ordinary churcls services Bells are not
needed wo much as formerdy to call people to church service Many churches haxe no bells roving thit i clamorous
tone & eertainly not i necessity.  The best effect of 2 chime is producest upon the mind of the brarer when, as he approaches
the chiurch, the tones the bells e thve ear [They should have, in some dejre & samn fesale chat intended by
the valuagary upon the organ, namely, the preparaton of the mind for the redigrion which v ta follow
Ihe Tubular Bell is successfully used in co tion with “quarter chimung” T | both for public am
Wt e Aeide fremn the notation of time. 2 quarter chiming clock is an agresalle fmusical =psure in any Jucation.

“The United States Tubular Bell Company Advertisement”
“The Methuen Transcript”; Easter Edition, 1896; Methuen, Massachusetts
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Panoramic view of Methuen photographed looking southerly in 1898. The Methuen Organ
Company factory building can be seen in the upper right.

Mann Collection of the Methuen Historical Commission
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Serlo Organ Hall and the Methuen Organ Company factory building photographed looking
southerly on Broadway around 1900.

"New England Magazine, An Illustrated Monthly";
New Series, Volume 23, September 1900 - February 1901;
September 1900, volume 23, number 1;
"Methuen, Massachusetts"”; Illustrated; Charles H. Oliphant;
Warren F. Kellogg, Publisher; Boston, Massachusetts; 1900; page 109



A photograph taken around 1900 of the display room within the Methuen Organ Company
factory building.

"New England Magazine, An Illustrated Monthly";
New Series, Volume 23, September 1900 - February 1901;
September 1900, volume 23, number 1;
"Methuen, Massachusetts”; Illustrated; Charles H. Oliphant;
Warren F. Kellogg, Publisher; Boston, Massachusetts; 1900; page 110
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The exhibition organ in the display room of the Methuen Organ Company factory building,
photographed around 1900.

"New England Magazine, An Illustrated Monthly";
New Series, Volume 23, September 1900 - February 1901;
September 1900, volume 23, number 1;
"Methuen, Massachusetts”; Illustrated; Charles H. Oliphant;
Warren F. Kellogg, Publisher; Boston, Massachusetts; 1900; page 110



A view of Serlo Organ Hall and the Methuen Organ Company factory building taken from the
west bank of the Spicket River around 1903.

“The Town of Methuen, Massachusetts, in 1903: Pictorial Souvenir,
issued in Connection with the Old Home Week Celebration”;
Methuen Transcript Company; Methuen, Massachusetts; 1903; page 71
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"Edward F. Searles acquired the old Methuen Woolen Mill near the Broadway bridge, pictured
below, in late 1889, and established the Methuen Organ Company there in 1892. He worked
in close cooperation with friend and colleague James E. Treat, an organ builder. Two other
companies, the Tubular Bell Works, manufacturers of harmonic bells, and the D.M. Bruce
Company, suppliers of metal pipes for organs, were also located in the old mill building,
above, to the left of the organ hall. The organ factory was abandoned in 1942 and
destroyed by fire the following year."”

fpw Arch SHage, mathueon, WSy,

“Images of America: Methuen"; Methuen Historical Commission;
Arcadia Publishing, Charleston, South Carolina; 1999; page 16



A stone arch facade bridge over the Spicket River was donated to Methuen by Edward F.

Searles in 1912. The turrets on the north and south banks of the river were designed by
architect Henry Vaughan. This view is looking easterly toward Broadway.

Mann Collection of the Methuen Historical Commission
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A view of the Methuen Organ Company factory building and Serlo Organ Hall photographed in
1915 looking northwesterly from property on the east side of Broadway and south of the
stone bridge. The Spicket River can be seen in the foreground.

Mann Collection of the Methuen Historical Commission



Methuen Organ Company factory building and Serlo Organ Hall photographed looking
northwesterly from Broadway at the Spicket River bridge in 1929.

Private Collection of William King Covell;
5" by 7" photographic glass plate negative number 1248;
conveyed by Robert R. Covell to Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Inc.



Serlo Organ Hall and the Methuen Organ Company factory building photographed looking
southwesterly from Broadway in 1929.

Private Collection of William King Covell;
5" by 7" photographic glass plate negative number 1249;
conveyed by Robert R. Covell to Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Inc.



Serlo Organ Hall and the Methuen Organ Company factory building photographed looking
southeasterly from the rear of the property in 1929.

Private Collection of William King Covell;
5" by 7" photographic glass plate negative number 1250;
conveyed by Robert R. Covell to Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Inc.



The ruins of the organ factory building photographed the morning after a destructive general
alarm fire on June 17, 1943. The conflagration was prevented from spreading to the
adjoining Serlo Organ Hall building. The last organs built in the factory were by The Ernest
M. Skinner and Son Company during the years 1936 to 1942.

"The Evening Tribune"; Thursday, June 17, 1943;
Lawrence, Massachusetts;
Article: "Famed Serlo Organ Escaped Damage When Factory Building Was Gutted"; page 1






PROPERTY TRANSFER RECORD

1946
December 13
From Alfred C. Gaunt to Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Inc.
Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District
Book 693; Page 51

1946
June 14
From Essex Savings Bank to Alfred C. Gaunt
Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District
Book 685; Page 302

1943
July 2
From Essex Savings Bank to Essex Savings Bank
Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District
Book 659; Page 409

1930
August 21
From Lillian Wightman Andrew to Essex Savings Bank
Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District
Book 554; Page 378

1930
June 17
From Ina Cecil McEachran et alii to Lillian Wightman Andrew
Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District
Book 554; Page 368

1896
April 27
From James E. Treat to Edward F. Searles
Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District
Book 146; Page 339

1892
January 7
From Edward F. Searles to James E. Treat
Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District
Book 116; Page 581

1889
From Amory Leland to Edward F. Searles
Essex County Registry of Deeds Northern District
Book 101; Page 378



